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fastened with through bolts or other
fasteners of equivalent strength.

[47 FR 16986, Apr. 20, 1982, as amended at 67
FR 44542, July 3, 2002]

§1915.73 Guarding of deck openings
and edges.

(a) The provisions of this section
shall apply to ship repairing and ship-
building operations and shall not apply
to shipbreaking.

(b) When employees are working in
the vicinity of flush manholes and
other small openings of comparable
size in the deck and other working sur-
faces, such openings shall be suitably
covered or guarded to a height of not
less than 30 inches, except where the
use of such guards is made impracti-
cable by the work actually in progress.

(c) When employees are working
around open hatches not protected by
coamings to a height of 24 inches or
around other large openings, the edge
of the opening shall be guarded in the
working area to height of 36 to 42
inches, except where the use of such
guards is made impracticable by the
work actually in progress.

(d) When employees are exposed to
unguarded edges of decks, platforms,
flats, and similar flat surfaces, more
than 5 feet above a solid surface, the
edges shall be guarded by adequate
guardrails meeting the requirements of
§1915.71(j) (1) and (2), unless the nature
of the work in progress or the physical
conditions prohibit the use or installa-
tion of such guardrails.

(e) When employees are working near
the unguarded edges of decks of vessels
afloat, they shall be protected by per-
sonal flotation devices, meeting the re-
quirements of §1915.158(a).

(f) Sections of bilges from which floor
plates or gratings have been removed
shall be guarded by guardrails except
where they would interfere with work
in progress. If these open sections are
in a walkway at least two 10-inch
planks placed side by side, or equiva-
lent, shall be laid across the opening to
provide a safe walking surface.

(g) Gratings, walkways, and cat-
walks, from which sections or ladders
have been removed, shall be barricaded
with adequate guardrails.

[47 FR 16986, Apr. 20, 1982, as amended at 67
FR 44542, July 3, 2002]
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§1915.74

§1915.74 Access to vessels.

(a) Access to vessels afloat. The em-
ployer shall not permit employees to
board or leave any vessel, except a
barge or river towboat, until the fol-
lowing requirements have been met:

(1) Whenever practicable, a gangway
of not less than 20 inches walking sur-
face of adequate strength, maintained
in safe repair and safely secured shall
be used. If a gangway is not prac-
ticable, a substantial straight ladder,
extending at least 36 inches above the
upper landing surface and adequately
secured against shifting or slipping
shall be provided. When conditions are
such that neither a gangway nor a
straight ladder can be used, a Jacob’s
ladder meeting the requirements of
paragraphs (d) (1) and (2) of this section
may be used.

(2) Each side of such gangway, and
the turn table if used, shall have a rail-
ing with a minimum height of approxi-
mately 33 inches measured perpendicu-
larly from rail to walking surface at
the stanchion, with a midrail. Rails
shall be of wood, pipe, chain, wire or
rope and shall be Kkept taut at all
times.

(3) Gangways on vessels inspected
and certificated by the TU.S. Coast
Guard are deemed to meet the fore-
going requirements, except in cases
where the vessel’s regular gangway is
not being used.

(4) The gangway shall be kept prop-
erly trimmed at all times.

(6) When a fixed tread accommoda-
tions ladder is used, and the angle is
low enough to require employees to
walk on the edge of the treads, cleated
duckboards shall be laid over and se-
cured to the ladder.

(6) When the lower end of a gangway
overhangs the water between the ship
and the dock in such a manner that
there is danger of employees falling be-
tween the ship and the dock, a net or
other suitable protection shall be
rigged at the foot of the gangway in
such a manner as to prevent employees
from falling from the end of the gang-
way.

(7) If the foot of the gangway is more
than one foot away from the edge of
the apron, the space between them
shall be bridged by a firm walkway
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